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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICE OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


29 August 19^2 


Hon. Charles B. Murray 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: John Paton Davies, Jr. 


Dear Mr. Murray: 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 27 August 1952, 
regarding the conversation held on August 26, 1952, by the under- 
signed and Mr. Becker with you and members of your staff in the 
above matter. 
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With rega rd to paragraph three of your letter, the identity 
of | | has already been publicly disclosed and also the 

nature of the "operation" which it is alleged was proposed to 
this Agency by Mr. Davies. As you probably know, the alleged 
"operation" was never followed up in any respect by this Agency® 




The question you present raises an issue of deep concern to 
this Agency® Under the Law, Section 102 X of the National Security 
Act of 19U7 » "the Director of Central Intelligence shall 
be responsible for protecting intelligence sources and methods from 
unauthorized disclosure." In pursuance/ of that mandate as well as 
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to protect the integrity of its operations, the Agency is opposed 
to exposing its personnel to procedures which will uncover covert 
operations and disqualify valuable personnel. If, -in a given case, 
there is an over-riding governmental interest requiring such dis- 
closure, we assume that appropriate instructions will be issued to 
the Agency by those to whom we are responsible. In the absence of 
any such instructions it is our policy to oppose action which would 
have consequences for the Agexu^-jjadinatad-above. 

/ Sincerely yours, 

/ 



Allen ¥. Dulles 
Deputy Director 
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